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V Y HEN I laſt addreſſed you, thus ble 


together, the circumſtances under which we 
met, and the diſturbed ſtate of the Chriſtian 
world, neceſſarily held a principal place, in 
the communications that paſſed between us. 
Another year has elapſed, and the proſpect, 
inſtead. of brightening, or aſſuming a more 
encouraging eee. 18 become ſtill more 
| ane and diſpiriting. 


| I we look EN the deſpiſers of che 


name of God, and the apoſtates from his 
truth, continue to fill the earth with violence, 
rapine, and bloodſhed. Commiſſ oned as they 
appear to be, from heaven, to go on conquering 
and to conquer, they extend, from day to day, 
the circle of their acquiſitions, and of their 
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= om _ The faith of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
5 _ church, his miniſters, whatever has a reference 
do dur inſtitutes, our eſtabliſhment, our in- 
2 = fluence, continue to be among the firſt objects . 
of their exterminating fury; and in proſecut- 5 
= ing their gigantic plan of changing the face of | 
3 tte earth, and introducing a new order of ” 
= things, ſubverſive of whatever the world has 1 © 
= hitherto moſt reverenced, as connected with 
= religion, morals, and civilization, they er 

3 it an eſſential preliminary to deſtroy the re- 

AJ 8 ligion of Chriſt, and to free the paſſions Nein 8 1 
all the W which his enen or 1 . n 
_— on chem. 10-3 5 
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At bome, indeed, we | RO ſheri the emiſſaries 
of this portentous faction checked by the vigi- 
lance of the government, and overawed by 
the energy and wholeſome ſeverity of the 
legiſlature. But although the ſpirit may be 
ſuppreſſed, who. can flatter himſelf that it is 

ſubdued? Watchful of every circumſtance 
that could hold out the moſt diſtant proſpect 
of ſucceſs to their cauſe, theſe internal enemies 
. et our” conſtitution and- eſtabliſhment have ne- 
ver ceaſed to tread, as cloſely, a as their opportu- 
. nities WC ug ene in wn eps of men, to 
WEI | whoſe 
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whoſe pre-eminence in guilt and ufurpatien 


they look with eyes of envy. As circumſtances | 
have varied, they have changed their conduct; 
but their object they have never relinquiſhed. - 


Detected, proſcribed, in ſome inſtances puniſh- =_—_ 


ed, they have been compelled to lay afide the tone F 
of menace, and to abandon their plans of open 


violence, and avowed rebellion : but they have 2 


only become the more active and indefatigable _ 
in all the arts of covert treaſon, and ſeeret 
conſpiracy; and, in an hour, which threat- 
+ enced: to fill the land with mourning. and 
woe, we ſaw them attempt, what they 


deem the ſublimeſt virtue of their ſyſtem, 


and raiſe their c hands 4 the 
N life of our r beloved _— e 5 

i Wee "op TR ths wha pela of 
=, G d to which we have been witneſſes ſince our 
laſt meeting—and ſuch is the ſtate of things 
which once more forees itſelf on our r eonſide- 
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— 1 N ith | which: the £5 
miniſters of the goſpel are indiſcriminatelß 
loaded in theſe days, when even they who do 
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torpid andif erence to the intereſts of i | 
| anda are forward. to depreſs the character of its 


gers, is that of making their profeſſion 


2 to politics. I, for myſelf, diſclaim 


the imputation— NT will diſclaim it; and, 
I am perfuaded, that I could not more effec- 
wwally defeat the ſalutary purpoſes which I 
Propoſe to myſelf | in addreſſing you this day, 
than by letting you” ſuppoſe, for a moment, 
that I could deſcend to mix politics with the 


oOhjects of your meeting. No; I have ſome- 
ching very different in view when I call your 
attention to the unhappy circumſtances of the 


* WR ang a few wards wil een * to en 
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Under we REY mein: of th divine 
di (pleaſure, fo obviouſly extended over a guil- 


ty World, our pious and religious ſovereign 


called upon us, ſome months back, to aſſem- 
ble his people, and to exhort them to hum- 


ble themſelves, with him, befor 
of offended juſtice. Human judgment and 


human ingenuity, the wiſdom and the ex- 


pexience of Man, had exhauſted all their re- 
{ources, Bending before the inſcrutable de- 


crees of God, and ſeeing his Nau, viſibly, 


mn before them, ond. contre a 


» Ps 
£1 ** „51 43 7 > 4 * 4 4 4 : , 3 N 
8 of 4 * * ” 


the throne 


1 7 7 | 
4 of their 1 they, who, in all 


| hings | 
elſe, are gifted to rule the world when it 18 Ep 


8 


wildeſt, confeſſed at length, *@ that the hum- 


bling of the man of the earth, who had | lifted 
e up his banners againſt the Moſt High,” muſt 


| "ut the work of the Moſt High alone, They { ſaw 


the traces of his wrath 3 in the dearth and! in the 
famine. They ſaw them in the peſtilence, 9 
where epidemic diſeaſes conſumed their troops, f 
and the climates ſeemed to be in league with I 
their ferocious enemies. They heard his voce 
in the winds, controuling their commands, and x 

= forbidding, as it were, their fleets and their ar- 
| to carry their plans into effect; they 


| heard. it in the ſhouts of triumphant wicked- 


95 nels, inflicting, at once, and ſuffering the ſe- 
vereſt viſitations, with which the Suprenmm 1 
Ruler, in his wrath, could puniſh his guilty | 


and impenitent creatures, All this they law, 
and all this they acknowledged ; and the mi- 


niſters of religion were called upon to unite 


with the governors, and with the people in 
prayers, and ſupplications, and faſtings, that 

the judgments, {o Juſtly provoked by our ſins, 
might be v 


| We ee the faſt. We aſſembled gr 


ſeveral congregations. From our pulpits were 
heard, 


n  * See the laſt Form of Prayer. 


ithdrawn. We obeyed the call. 


N '4 
- - 


4 5 . Y 


A” 


a: "PAP every part 1 the land, the | 


- moſt fervent and earneſt exhortations to®a 


* dutiful Wale of our God in this time of | 


4 our vifitation; ; to univerſal repentance and 


univerſal reform, “ to the putting away all 


1 urigodlineſs and ſinful luſts, and to the hold- 


ing faſt the profeſſion of our faith in purity | 
© of heart and mind.” But while we thus 


= chorted the people committed to our charge, 


- how did we, for ourſelves, attend to the awful 
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injunRtion ? ? What enquiry did we inſtitute 


>the ſhare of the general pollution, that 


might have entered i into the ſanctuary? How 
far did each of us, for himſelf, conſider what | 


part he might have had in the national ini- 


quity that provoked the national puniſhment? * 
or partaken in the guilt of thoſe prieſts, of 
whom the holy prophets of old complained : 


that they alſo bad violated tbe law, and Pro- 


| phaned holy things ; ; that they not only put no 
tifference,” themſelves, and in their own con- 
duct, betzweer the holy and the prophane, between 
the clean and the unclean, bur that they Jhewed it 
not to others ; deſerving. to be made baſe and con- 
temptible before the People ; ; that they [ſhould not 
themſelves rh and that their flocks hn be | 


FS... 


1 % 5 25 25 
i What 


EY : * 2 


As 


What a principal ſhare' the ſins ad vices o F 95 


the prieſthood have in drawing down the ven- 
geance of God upon a degenerate people, and 


provoking national puniſhment, I Hold it un- - 


neceſſary to remind you. If you could not 
collect it from the nature of the thing itſelf, 
and from the neceſſary procedure of the di- 
vine ceconomy,, the / proofs of it muſt be fa- 
miliar to you from the hiſtory of that people, 
whoſe records have been preſerved to us, in 

order that from the conduct of God towards 

them, we might learn the general character of 
his moral government. In thofe records we 
find the vices and diſorders of the prieſts and 
lying prophets, uniformly repreſented | as the 
- - cauſe at once and the proof of the laſt flage 
of inſufferable corruption. If the land of 
Iſrael had become ripe for puniſhment at the 
period of thoſe captivities, which preceded 
and accompanied the deſtruction of the firſt 


1 temple,” and of the city of Jeruſalem, the 


Prir cipal cauſes of it are declared by the in- 

ſpired writers, to have been, that both prophet 
and prigſt were hrophane. Their wickedneſs Was 
Hound in the houſe of the Lord. The priefls vio- 
lated the law, and prophancd. holy things : they 
Ju not where is the Lord ? and though. they 
. 8 9 | handled f 


= FR) the- ©" er 1 4 not, but: * 35 
grefed againf bim, and walked after things that 

= did not. proſper. Tbe ſhepherds fed ' themſelves ; 
de ate, the fat, and they clothed themſelves with 
=” ihe wool, but they fed not the flock. Their cala- 


mity was, therefore, involved in the calamity 


ec choſe who are declared to have principally 


3 | firieft every ane dealeth falſely. baue ſeen folly 
3 an cauſed my people rael to err. I have ſeen 


_ periſhed through their fault. Thus ſaith the 
; Lord 95 Thael againſt the þaftors that feed my 
 Scople. Ye have ſeattered my flock, and have dri- 
mon the inhabitants of the land, for from the leaf 
of them even unto the greateſt, every one is given to 
couctauſneſs ; and from the prophet even unto the - 


| in the prophets of Samaria, they prophefied in Baal, 


olſo in the prophets of Feruſalem an horrible thing, | 
| they walk-in lies, they flrengthen alſo the hands 
of evil doers, that none doth return from bis wicked 
neſs,-they are all. of them unto me as Sodom, and 
the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. - Dreadfu 
denunciations ! and they were as dreadfully = 
accompliſhed. But how much more are they 
: a be peg m_— a  familar — | 


5 2 N 15 


Jets of our aſſembling this day than by en- 


under chat pure and; perfect, 1peniation in 
which we ſerve? ent. dc 2.05” wv 
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How then can we better promote the ob- 


quiring how far we may have to dread our 
having fallen into that corruption? The ob- 
of our aſſembling this day, is not merely 
to inſtitute a few formal. enquiries, or to con- 
form to an eftabliſhed cuſtom, that has loſt all 
its life, energy and uſe. We come to theſe 
annual meetings for mutual edification, and 
mutual aſſiſtance. In their main deſign, u 
an indiſpenſable obligation on the bi: 
chop, ito give ſuch inſtructions to the clergy * 
his dioceſe, collectively, as the general line 
+ their duty, | or the occaſional preſſure of 
local — IE may require 
of him o I may diſcharge my Part of 
this xiſfioult and delicate -taſk, muſt be ever 
to me a matter of the livelieſt! ſolicitude. I 
— felt it ſo, particularly, looking to this our 
© meeting. 1 ſee it ag a moment of 


requires a rougher exerciſe; and a ſeverer diſ- 
eipline, to ſtrengthen and brace our nerves 


for 


_— 


U wy 
n we hive been aoctfivined" to prac- 
= tice in the long ſeaſons. of eaſe, and quiet, 
3 and ſafety, which we have enjoyed. The Lord 
= as, evidently, @ controverſy with us. Our 
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when we were at eaſe in Zion, and flretched on 
 rouches, and chanted to the ſound of the viol. We 


from tranſ. greſſions, - and to a thorough ſenſe 


ſelves of it, to enter into that ſtrict and 0 
gordous examination of our own lives and con- 
duct, which we then ſo earneſtly recommend- 


PA 


is, in my anxiety” to ſelect ſome ſabje& 


Peared to me to be the moſt fitting anc 


wich before: you; as men Who are in earneſt; 
as men, Who, as they wiſſi to deliver truths, 
wiſh alſo to hear trutlis; and not as thoſe 
deceivers of themſelves, who prefer the ſooth- 


* 


| Pleadings muſt not, therefore, be as in the days, 


vet lift "up our voices like trumpets ; to awake 


ec co others. This the world. expects from | 


worthy of the time and the occaſion, has ap- he 
coming us. I truſt you will agree with me 
T-traſt you will prepare yourſelves to have it 


ing accents of FR ha prophecy pleaſing 
— 36s 8 


* 


of our ſtate. We did ſo with the people. 5 
We muſt do ſo with. ourſelves. This is the 
rſt opportunity of our meeting together ſince 
che general humiliation. Let us avail our- 
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things, to the language of the watchman, whe 


hears the word at the mouth of, \Gbd, and gives 
them warning from bim. Such, as far as my 
humble endeavours, and acknowledged im- 
perfections will permit, I will labour to 


| Prove myſelf to you this day ; ; and I hope 


you will hear me with patience and induls 


gence, while I take a pretty wide field 1 in pro- - 4 


eee u,, 6h norte cart 
-In ks to obſerve a proper method, cad to 
eſtabliſh ſome rule for entering into this awful 
| diſcuſſion, my purpoſe is to call your attention 
to that day, when you firſt embraced your 
n in the fight of many witneſſes, and to 
take a review of ſome of the principal vows 
and obligations, into which you then entered, 


9 


ee this 1 the firſt manned apex 
| Nance that muſt recur to you, is the anſwer to 
the ſolemn adjuration, that required you to 

declare in the fight of God, and of his miniſ- 


ters, whether « you thought in your hearts 
that you were truly called to the order and 
« miniſtry of prieſthood ?* At firſt: fight it 
may ſeem to be, now, an unprofitable. enquiry 
with r truth or foundation you gave an 

Io. . 1 aflirmative 


. or en, ain: vhs Arm 8 
. — anending. 
che ſolemnity, is now regiſtered againſt you. 
But there are two deſcriptions of perſons, to 


whom a few obſervations on this important 


point may ſtill be uſeful they who make no | 


conſcience, whatever, of ſuch a queſtion, and. 


tre either ignorant or careleſs of its import, 
that they may labour to make ſome atone - 
ment for having trifled with, or lied to the 
BH * Ghoſt; and they, who from a delicate, 


ble conſcience, may interpret 
the * in too ſtrict a ſenſe, and terrify 
themſelves into an apprehenſion of having 


| been. guilry 1 chat moſt heinous « crime. 


+ 


3 88 eee ee 1 
. ton propoſed to you there is an obvious 
diſtinction made between an external. and 


> internal call. The, external call is from the 


1 


apoſtolic authority of the biſhop, © according 
© to the order of this church of Ireland.“ 
The internal call is from the influences of the 
Hoh Ghoſt, © os 
5 2 JO _ Chriſt,” 5 


The 


"L328 


| [gi] 
- The uſages obſerved by the bi op; his 
proving and examining the perſons, he is to 


ordain; the impoſition of hands for the co 
munication of the Holy Ghoſt ; the commiſs = 
ſion for preaching the goſpel, and the power a = 


diſpenſing the word of God, and his holy 


ſacraments, are all apoſtolical. They have 


been derived, through the apoſtles, from our 


Lord himſelf, and as ſuch, have been adopted. 
into its ritual, by our church. With what 
care, with what caution, with what diligence 

and eircumſpection the biſhop may previ- 

oully try and examine the perſons to whom 

be gives this ſublime miſſion; from what 
motives, and chrough what influences he may 
de induced to open the dvor of Chriſt's fold, 


for the admiſſion of the ſhepherds of his flock, 


mult be, to himſelf, an aweful, and tremend- 
- - ous confideration. But neither the lawfulneſs, 


nor the certainty of the external call are af- 


feected by his motives or his conduct. All, on 
whom he lays his hands, with the preſcribed 
forms, may ſafely affirm that they have been 

„ called according to wo order of this church 
- of OOO 0 
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In judging of che hn . we «Mind. care- 
| folly avoid the extremes of enthuſiaſm, on the 
one ſide, and on the other, of that laxity of 
Principles, and that abſence of all ſpiritual and 
„ Ghaiſhian | feeling on thoſe points, which ſo 

many allow to themſelves. It would, cer- 
| . be preſumptuous and dangerous, in 
embraeing our profeſſion, to ſearch for any 
ſenſible movements, or interference of the Holy . 
Spirit; any influence or controul, operating 
on the ſoul by a perceptible impulſe. Ours 
cannot be the confidence to call upon the Lord. 
ab Inos the hearts of all men, to bers; by | 
 wifible and indiſputable interference, whom he may = © 
baue choſen to take part of the miniſtry and apoſtles 
ſbib, as when the lot fell upon Matthias, and 
he was numbered with the eleven. We are not 
to expect that propheſies ſhould baue gone before 
on us into the world; as on Timothy, to deter- 
mine whether this charge has been committed to 
. in the ſame fullneſs, and with the ſame ; 
efficacy, as to that pattern of the paſtoral and 1 
epiſcopal character. All we can do is to judge 
_ of our call in a rational manner. We are io 

8 look to the ordinary courſe of providence, as 5 

* determines the different ſtates and condi- _ 

1 Kiens of life; we are to. eſtimate the qualifica- 

tions 
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EINE rot eden, and we 
views in emb 
= ds and protectors, who, 
l improper, or unbecom- 
10 lination, early conceived, = 
= theſe are to be . 
interferences of provi= . 
1 be enabled to "i 
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the reform which it introduced among the clergy, ad 
which it enforced, by arming the papal hand with new 


and ſtronger powers. to launch the thunders of the 
Vatican, it enabled them, in many places, to vegain the 


popular opinion, and:{p to uphold . tgbric of 
8 22 Cn: | 1 NE = 1 
9 ; ute 


* 


20 


A 


"IF 


R 


r 
1 JV 
. 


TP v7 by, IV 
—— — neg 
r Hp" . 5 wa 


N 
ere 


» 


what 186 more 8 


and che promiſes, by which they were in- 
vited to abandon 1 it. Ie had to | 


mber amongſt 


* 


-ries, amidſt ſo many im 
ties? Can. chere 1 a — about 


us ——_ 


1 


%; 
— 


re. 


Protoiane 


* 
* 
* 


Working 


24 


School i 


924 


„ L £ 
1715 


L 
this moſt deſirable conteſt 


| ges do- we not enjoy over them, to animate 
rage us? It may be ſaid, and it is 
labour for their daily bread. 


ſecured. to us. We ſhall — have the 
Advantage of being thought to be more diſ 
1 tereſted· We ſhall have the advantage f 
5 mot being ſuppoſed to be eee. by an 
| de fnſ and. feng of cur Guey 


| give. among the great 
| -bulk of mankind? How: much a wider field 


2 che leſs reaſon is there to fear that you 
will ſacrifice your duty to adulation; that you 
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diſtinguiſhed your name, with the greater 
W and authority can you arraign the pride 
or ee . faſtidiouſneſs of birth, and the 

iches the ſurer proſpect. you 
Wor of bending down, by your precepts. and 
| by your example, the tiff necks. of the great 


vill ſervilely connive at the vices of men in 
and authority, or encourage them in 


der unjuſt and diſorderly. conduct, from 3 


dread of cheir reſentment, or with a view to 
_ their protection, + Theſe privileges, and theſe 
facilities, the clergy of the other perſuaſion 


amongſt us, cannot poſſeſs ; and if they did 


them, they have not many occaſions 
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r-miniſtry with a ſtill greater ſuperi- 


8 ority of advantages. Experience proves how 
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e care— 
= affright you? Alas! then, you ſhould never 
|”, have. embraced your profeſſion. You ſhould 
never have accepted a benefice, that was only | 
given for this office. You ſhould never have 
booked to 722 where you never meant to: /o. 
Tou but defraud the faithful entruſted to you, 
aud unjuſtly hold the place of ſome good, 
_ pious and conſcientious miniſter, who would 
have been to them a wholeſome and godly 


n 


d dad in you, according to your boundens 
H 5 duty, to bring all ſuch as are committed to 


your charge, unto that agreement in the 


« fairh and knowledge of God, and to that 
* 6. ripeneſſ, and perfectneſs of age in Chriſt, 2 
e that there be no place left among you, | 


ye” pagan for error in * or mne * 
« Fe ON 75 
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n and aaa to follow.” 


Aud aber ll, har is „ labor ? — | 


bat Proteſtant miniſters have to do in the - 
ordinary. occupations of their profeſſion, in 

dds kingdom, and the calls from their paſtoral 
| care to which they are liable, with thoſe of 


rr thoſe | 


"but. 


of cheip own. brethren, in countries, where 
the people are all, fortunately, Proteſtant. 
What a comparatively ſmall part of their 
time would the moſt conſcientious and mi- | 
nute attention to the duties, of which 1 have 


been reminding you, require of them, in 
the famili ies, under their care, that are ſcat- 


tered through their reſpective pariſhes? What 

portion of the week would it take from their 
other decent and becoming cares, as parents, 
as friends, as neighbours. ?—Look to the 
other profeſſions, Mark the aſſiduity, che 5 

confinement of the ſoldier the ſacrifice of 
inclination, of will, of natural propenſities, 
to his duty ; ; his exhauſting katigues, and 
dangerous toils—mark the inceſſant labors 
the lawyer? What pains ? What ſtudy ? Whar 
a flavery? How he encreaſes, from day to 
day, the neceſſity of renewed application, 
while every advance he makes in his prac- 
tice ſerves only as a new incitement to his 
exertions, and he, only, labors the more 
3 to acquire a more thorough know- 
| ledge of his profeſſion, and a greater aptittide 
to diſplay it—and are we alone to lead an in- 
dolent, idle, and unprofitable life? or to waſte 
our days in ſtudies and purſuits .that are 
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wood: of ies importance to ourſelves, and of | 
the danger of thoſe who fall 3 into error . 5 
deception, on che great fundamental articles 
it inculcates, it is of the very eſſence of its 
charitable ſpirit, that we ſhould be defirous 
of leading them into thoſe paths, where We 
may all meet in © the unity of that ſpirit, in 
the, bond of peace, and in righteouſneſs of 
life.” Bur the a of the world js fo dpf 
to mix itſelf with the ſpirit of the gſpel 
are to hable to miſtake the impulſes. of our 
own zemper, diſpoſitions and... prejudices, vg 
the demands of dupy, and the call of terne 
Zeal, that ir requires the utmoſt eautiqn: Anc 
ireumſpection, to prevent our good. intenr 
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Wy: = ©. 9 2 3 1121 101 


* 
* 


7 


14 
20 8 


Thins true l caſes; bur, From circum- | 
Ranges peculiar to this: country, we, of all our 
brethren, ſtand moſt in need of ſome deter 
mined and an to Suide U in our 


whatener aſe is connefted wich our intarcaprſe | 
| with thoſe. chat chat Are fram roighu and. who . 
diſſent from aur church. There 3s, i 


de ln . Which bers can be go.eube.or | 
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ly, If Rom a neglect of Sury, or Fe Th 


ſcandal of our lives, depriving us of the con- N 


| fidence, the reſpect, and the affection of our 
Hock; if by abandoning them in their illneſs, 
or, when reluctantly ſubmitting to the for- 
mality of viſiting them, by our diſappoi nting 
(from a want of due preparation to diſcharge 


fluch 2 duty) the anxiety with which they 


burial; if, by che difficulty of getting bap- 
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call on us for ſpiritual aſſiſtance and ſupport; 5 
1 by their looking to us, in vain, for thoſe 
nites which are © the badges, the union; and 
1 ſupport of chriſtians ; ” if, by having 
fuffered their dead to depart life, hliodt any 
comfort of ſacrament, and their remains to 


be depoſited, without any decency of chriſtian 


tom for their infants, and the neglect of all 
public or private inſtructions to their chil- 
drxen; if by theſe, or any ſuch delinquencies 
or omiſſions, as parochial miniſters, we ſuffer 
one of the leaſt of Chriſt's brethren to be per- 
verted from the purity of his faith, and to be 
deceived into error in doctrine, or ſuperſtition 
in worſhip, heavy muſt the guilt lie upon our 
puls. The victim of our negligence may 
Plead, before the throne of mercy, the fince- 2 
8 P * che 


1 59 1 A 
| his heart; but, either there 18 tit ey 5 


goſpel, or G will Es bis foul; at our a 5 <7 
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Making converts, is a matter of l 


nature. As it 1s generally managed, it is a 


buſtle of filly vanity or ſelf intereſt, to en- | 
creaſe, by every artifice, and by every method 
however unlawful, or miſbecoming, the num- 


better their morals it is to proſelyte, and not 
to reform. This belongs not to the temper of 


ber of diſciples, without any endeavours 3 2 


our church; we have not fo learned the truth 


: that is in Chriſt Jeſus ; our wiſh. is, that all : 
who hear us, may be altogether fuch as we are, 
and our obligation is to enlighten and in- 
ſtruct, all who will hear us; but we exerciſe 
no n, over any man's judgment, any 
man's conſcience; we make no monopoly of 
the blood and merits of Chriſt, nor contract 
| thoſe arms that were expanded for the re- 
2 of the human race; we do not blaſ- 

| phemouſly ſeat ourſelves in the throne of 

2 God, nor preſcribe to the divine juſtice, whom, 
it ſhall exclude from divine mercy ; a ſpirit of 
nere charity, a ſpirit of univerſal tolera- 
Bion towards fuck as mah the faith and doc- fs 
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af civil and political conſiderations, and, from 
different parties being, once, diſtinguiſhed by 
adifferencs in religion, the interference of the 


- pefprpation. . If amongſt ns, from the preſſure 


lays ſeemed for a dime bo offer violence to that 


ſpirit, the preſſure was no! ſooner removed, and 

che fexerities. efſential to the ſafety of the far 
mily an the throne, and to the. preſervation of 
ur; œgſtitution, appeared to have become way | 
necalfary, than che mild and 101 genim 


'  a9des.pf pains and penalties for which it was, 
faz made reſponlible by iss enemies, Waß 


Apulgg, on nr pnbläe cunsils; and the fauny 


ations et. che puhlic. pace — in the 


Momiſe and Proſpect of chat general charity 
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the whole chfifHit vörld; in rechaithillg tHe 
different / ofders' aid Calles of men, fromthe 
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ef God upon us all; if prom Gilt 
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7 embittered 


| dire ed. to frag improvement. of e 
N che confirmation of the faith 


among choſe of gur own. communion; by 
dee and ſuchlike acts we ſhall, moſt aſſuredly, 
gain, by degrees, on the univerſal eſtimationn; 
we ſhall, by degrees, remove every prejudice 
and confute every calumny, that may be raiſed 


nit us; we ſhall force thoſe who have been 


nuations, to chink better of it. They will ſee 
chat it is ĩmpoſſible, that a church, an; whoſe 
miniſters they diſcover ſo much of the g e 


ſmirit of chriſtianity, in conduct and prac- | 
| fice, can be falſe in its doctrines, or damnable 
| in its communion. | They will be more ready 
to conſider the grounds, on which they are 


directed to ſhun all communication or inter- 


| courſe with it. They will be invited to look 
into its texture and frame without prejudice, 
and to weigh its pretentions to à purer form 
of faith, and a more perfect conformity with 
the primitive doctrines of the chriſtian church, 1 


without chat ſuperſtitious dread, which hag 
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ſ our, church, by artful infi- 
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it were an unpandonable crime even to o try : 
and examine i F)) TT 
What a 1 this will be to be gained I 
need not remark to you; or what an effectual | 
mode it muſt prove of obſerving the vow, and 
fulfilling the engagement which we are now 
| conſidering. We have every thing to hope 
from unprejudiced inveſtigation, and fair, 
rational enquiry. Like him in the poet, whom 
the hoſtile gods of his enemies had enveloped 
in night and darkneſs, all we have to alk is 
that light and day may be reſtored, to ſecure 
the ſucceſs. of that we account that found 
Jorm of . words, which as, been banded. done | 


Ne gen eaten, libs 
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The next remaining vow we are to . 
0 is that by which we bound ourſelves to © make 
< ourſelves and families, as much as in us lies, 
:* wholeſome examples and patterns to the flock 

< of Chriſt.” —The whole tenor of what 1 
7 — been laying before you, will apply to 
7 that part of this vow, that regards ourſelves. 
| We are accountable in a manner, chat others 
are not accountable. It is not negative virtues 
Lune, and an mptien from groſs and ſcan- 
5 | e 


a / 


= © Aafotis fins, har our profeion requires. The 

Lord will be ſanctißed in them that come near him: 
What might not deſerve cenſure in others, 
tm be Highüy cufpable in us; and we are 


i puniſhible for 6raiffions; as 
WF gui. There is in our ity vivi- 
Fitig principle, producing life, arid vigour, 

- id fruicfulneſs in Chrift's vitieyard, which if 
we do not poſſeſo, we may be faid to be dead 

We. it. This is che beautiful puruble of our 

ö Sawiotrr, . Ye are >the falt of the earth, but k 

che falt have loſt its ſavour, Where Ach 

A be halted? It is thencefbrrh good for no- 
tro thing bur'to betaft Gut, and to be crodden 

1 under foot f men. Th | 

Z ment, even from the world * 

expects, that every thing about us ſhould 


bear tlie ſtamp atid Ifpreffion of — 
And that its Titic "ould breath in Ever) 
act of our lives; and When that ſtamp 
effaced, and that fpirit extingu ſhed, ” "Y 
reverence, all refpect, All confidence is mie 
drawn. We nb longer poſfeſs or credit, 
"eſteem, or 4nfluence. « da e Have 72%. our 
ae and art trodden under fort of men. Our 
inſtructions are diſregarded, our churches aban- 
Gel bur rights Gſpured, vor claims refiſted, 
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and our whole order vilified and run down, J 
not only as wy but as a a burden to So - 
_ | . 


This e BY tpi ates ee us 
4 adi of profeſſion, muſt be one of our ſoreſt 
evils. In all theother liberal profeſſions, they 
who have engaged in them, feel a pride in 
being known to poſſeſs certain requiſites, that 
are eſſentially connected with them. They 
love to be diſtinguiſhed and marked, as-pecu-- 
larly belonging to them. There 1 is a habit, a 
manner, a ſtyle of converſation, which they 
think it incumbent on them to incorporate 
with the ordinary poliſh of a gentleman, and 5 
to adopt and communicate to each other. 
Whence comes it that there are ſuch different 
impreſſions on this ſubject among ſo many of 
our brethren; why ſhould there be found in 
the moſt uſeful, and, when properly filled, the 
moſt: dignified of all the profeſſions, members 
Who, inſtead of glorying in poſſeſſing the 
ſpirit of their profeſſion, place a prepoſterous 
pride in being ſuppoſed not to poſſeſs it? who 
make it their ſtudy to retain as little as Poſſi- 
ble of either the dreſs, or the manner, or the 
ſtyle of converſation, that might ſhew them 
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a ſhame to be known in their own characters, 
approach, in their exterior, as near to the ap- 
pearance of perſons engaged in thoſe walks of 
life, which they evidently ſhew that they envy, 
as may give them a chance of being con- 
founded with them; and exhibit ſach motley 
characters in our ſtreets and public places, 
half lay, half clerical, as afford laughter | to the 
ſcorners, and create pity and diſguſt 1 in every 
| ſerious mind. What examples are theſe mi- 
niſters to their flocks ? ee . 
5 eee vo | 


- | Wich nas e chern ür jg our i. 
lues, and our care over them, it is required by 


the apoſtle, St. Paul, that 2 biſhop ſhould be 


one that ruleth well his own boufe, having bis 
ebildren in ſubjeffion. with all. gravity ; and he 

adds. the reaſon, © for if. a man know not how 
le rule bis own houſe, how can he take care of the 
church. of  Ged? Here we have, the grund- 
work of our ordination. vow. It ſap poſes. an 
. arderly;and well regulated houſe, open to mo- 
derate hoſpitality, and to a prudent and de- 
cent intercourſe with. ſociety, according to our 
— means, | but without oſtentation, 
N ; fe without 
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the groſs exceſſes of vulgar intemperance. K 
ſuppoſes a ſtrict attention to the conduct and 


morals of our ſervants and dependants, and to 


the ſuperior education of our children, ſo as 


that they may be patterns of decency, pro- 


priety, modeſty, and chriftian reſerve It fup- 


| pofes family irrſtruction, and family prayer, 


that moſt neglectecl of all the chriſtian duties, | 
uin ters of "God, | 
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de lalt rematning vow to te condgetil, | 
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1 — the charge and eee oer : 


4 UB. lf All were influeticed” by the genuine 


ſpirit of our profeſſion; if none entered into 

che miniſtry, from motives inconſiſtent with 
Its dignity, its fanctity, its objects; if worldly 
confiderations and views of intereſt never pre- 
dominated over a ſenſe of duty, and we always 

chought Teſs of what we were to gain by the 

| benefice, than how we were to diſcharge che 


obligations” which it eſſentially ſuppoſes, it 


would de utitieceſſiry to dwell much on this 


at icutar' vow. We ſhould not have much 60 


dread” im calling ourſelves to an account for 
| the manner of diſcharging it. But in in ſuch 
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8 1 it is not to be . 
chat, even with more pains than are now. 


: taken to exclude them, ſome individuals, to- 


| tally unacquainted with the temper of the mi- 
niſtry, and altogether unqualified to ſubmit 
to its reſtraints, ſhould not break in upon us. 
Even in the. earlieſt. ages, when, as yet, the. 
believers formed but a ſmall community, there 


| 71. 


kbit world, who preached Chriſt not ſincerely, 


but out of contention, and in oppoſition. to thole 
bom he had veſted with his authority. It 
18, therefore, 1 no imputation againſt us, my re- 


| fionally. found amongſt. us. 5 The preſumption 
; of 1 inexperience, and the forwardneſs and. flip⸗ 
pancy, which the want of the knowledge: of the 
; world, and what. is due to particular betten 
is ſo apt to produce, {eſpecially under the in- 
: fluence, of that levelling ſpirit, which — 
Every, profeſſion, more ar leſs, in the preſent 
age, but which, as it is the moſt oppofite to 
ours, ſo have we moſt reaſon to dread As. and 
to baniſh. it from the world) muff be; ſome- 
times apprehended, particularly in thoſe, who, 
from their ſtanding, know not the diſcipline 
| of, other days. But age, the, repoſitory , of 
8 7 
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were l {/e- apoſtles, « and falſe teachers lovers of 


14 


b 6 1 0. 

wide and a ripeneſs of thought, PRs 2 
fulneſs of information, that oftentimes wait 
not for fulneſs of years, and an adequate 
knowledge of our reſpective duties, which 
an acquaintance with the canons and regula - 
tions of the church, and growing experience 
in the miniſtry, will not. fail to ſupply, will : 
readily and cheerfully bend to that juriſdie- 
tion, in the vigour and * of which. all 
are Regal, el. —:. 


— on 


3 b ers a 3 8 Sk | 
1 * — I would exhort thoſe. perſons to 5 
apply for advice and inſtruction, whoſe con- 
ſciences may accuſe them, not. only of having 
violated the vow, which Iam calling to their 
"recollection, but alſo. of having broken the | 
ſolemn, deliberate, and poſitive: oath, by which 
they further bound. themſelves, on their inſti- 
tution to their reſpective benefices. . The ſug- 
geſtions of men, not intereſted in the cha- 
racter of their profeſſion, nor acquainted with 
its ſpirit or obligations; the ſubterfuges and 
evaſions, which men, living by litigiouſneſs, 

may ſuggeſt to them, will be of little avail to 
efface the irrevocable oaths and yows, that 
ay on record againſt thaw; They will prove 

X 1 ... nn 


% 
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: bur i or Hikves: to the wotidided: and berg renal 
conſcience, when they either call themfelves 
to an account, as T this day recommend to 
them, before contritien come too late for 
amendment, or when they ſtand their final 
audit, before the tribunal of Chriſt, when 
5 chere is no longer room for repentance, and 
when he, who fears falſely 1 to his God, muſt 
| abide his doom, This is the light, in which f 
wiſh, at preſent, to place this matter, lookirrg 
to the object, which I have moſt immediately 
in view. At the ſame time I can pledge myfelf 
to —— creme brethren, that 1 fall not be 
want) ing to 1 ry, with which have 
| Se as it is 4 truft for — — 
ff, I Hold miyfeff acotthtabfe to them. I ſhalt | 
never indulge” perſbatt reſtnements, #brprovo- 
cations, but of whick Thall throw whatever ! 
may Fe to be meant ab perfonal; but the 
churck of Goch ſalt not fuffer for or my want of 
energy, or bectult reffactory members forget 

thiir oaths, Atick fly in the face of chat autho- 
rity; wet they, otuntarily , Fiore 3 
5 114 e a2, 

=P dete erhalte, Prat your paitihcd+ as 
I Rate, nearly, my own ftrength—bur wen 
you _ on the 3 importance of the ſubject, 


a 
2 * 
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12 che importance of the moment, 0 
ſtake we all have in the refult of che enquiry, 


which I have inſtituted and recommended to 
you, and, at the ſame time, reflect that 


twelve months, (poſſibly an eventful period) 
muſt paſa, before I can communicate with 


you in this manner again, you will not think 


it ſurpriſing that I ſhould have detained you 
fo much longer, than is uſual on theſe occa- 


oh ſhall now. Wen by recurrin g to th 


| notion; with which I ſet out, and endea- 


vouring to renew the impreſſions which J firſt. 


wiſhed to fix in your mind chat che judg- 


ments of che Lord are viſibly abroad; that a 


5 revolution more general and deſtructive chan | 
has ever yet- changed the face of things, is in 


a progreſs of being accompliſhed throughout 
che world.; chat, after having deſolated the 


faireſt x provinces of the Continent, it threatens 
to paſs the boundaries, within which Provi- 
dence. has hitherto permitted us to find our 
fafery and protection, and to viſit theſe iſlands 
in plundering, and maſſucring, and the ſubvert- 
ing of all eſtabliſhed orders; that in the very 
heart of our country, and, perhaps, at every 


one.of our _— e authors of this 


| 5 15 „ revolution 
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ae are certain to find friends and 
ahettors, fitted for their worſt purpoſes—ſuch 
are the reflections, and ſuch the forebodings 
-of many, whoſe minds. are .leaſt tempered to 
Fear or deſpondency. | Should their judgments 
of the ſi us of the times and the ſeaſons. be well- 
founded, i is there a doubt where the ſtorm will 
diſcharge its. firſt fury? Is. there a doubt 
but that the deſolation, which has fo terribly 
waſted other churches, muſt involve ours alſo - | 
in ruin? Is there a doubt but that, to make 
way for the introduction of the miſſionaries 
n philoſophy, the miniſters of the goſpel muſt 
be firſt cut off? or, that the property, which 
the piety and benevolence of former ages had 
conſecrated to the propagation and mainte- 
nance of the chriſtian faith, will be ſeized upon, 
and perverted to the Purpoſes of thoſe, who 
maintain that this faith is unneceſſary to the 
well- being of ſociety, and wha are leagued _ 
aſſociated to ſubvert all! its an 


the: Gogh; mes chew are. two 
points of view, in which we ſhould conſider 

the threatened danger. The riches of God's 
mercies are inexhauſtible. Many eminent de- 
liverances has he wrought in favour of thoſe 
he xp Otten 4 have we heard with. our 
N ears, 5 


„„ | 


ears,” and often © have” our fathers declared 


© to: us the noble works that he did in e 
4 days, and in the old time before them.” 


may not, therefore, be yet too late to mh re- 
courſe to his mercy. He may yet be entreated 
may yet ſtretch out that hand; that is flow 


to pumiſh, but ſtrong to ſave ; and toben he | 
Fives quietneſt, who can make trouble? How in- 
cumbent, then, is it in us, who are the prieſts 
and: miniſters of the Lord, firſt to look to our. 

_ own 4oays ; firſt to humble ourſelves in ſelf- 
examination, in prayers, and ſupplications; 
frirſt to ſet an example, in our own perſons, of 
reformation : and amendment of life, that we 


may be the better prepared to be incercelihes: 
for our people; that we may with the more 


confidence and hopes of ſucceſs {ft up our voicet, 


lite trumpets, to ſhew them their tranſgreſſions ; 


and by inducing them to cleanſe, each his 


own heart, of the particular fin he indulges, 
leſſen the maſs of national iniquity, and move 


our God {till to leave us the light of the 
goſpel of his en and che a of e 


1 24 e 


Din va for as fins of vrieft a Pt he 
has determined to viſit us in his wrath, and 
will be no longer entreated; if he comes "with 


5 — Bo. 7 
; Be 55 in his band thoroughly ta purge bi foe, 
and we are, finally, to be delivered over to 
the rage of our implacable enemies, how are 
we to ſtand prepared for the fiery trial? How 
mall we fit ourſelves to endure the ſufferings: 
of perfecution, ſuch as the report of them 
has been brought to us from other ban 2 Its 
- conkiſcations, its impriſonments, its maſſacres, 
its inſtruments of execution, and ren death? 
' Shall we be of the number of thoſe who, hard- 
e ned from deſpair, and finding no reſource, 
No ſtay, no ſupport, either in their 8 
en their paſt lives, or in their proſpects from 
futurity, join in confederacy with the apoſtates 
from our faith, and fell themſelves ant their 
- Cauſe to the people 5f their abamingtions* Or 
ſhall we by entering into a full and ſtrict re- 
view of our paſt lives, by confeſſing our paſt 
rranſgreffions, correcting our paſt errors, and 
ſtrennouſly ſetting ourſelves down to the dif- 
charge of our duty, as long as the den is yet 
left: us to werb, labour to be claſſed among the 
number of thoſe true and faithful forvants, who 
ſpall have come out of great tribulation, and f ball 
have waſhed their robes, and made them white in 
the blasd of. the © Lamb? May thefe be the Te- 
flections with, which we ſhall ſeparate, each to 
* NE Bo ens hoy May the 
. faithful 


* 
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- 
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5 faithful and exempla 'F- miniſter return to hig 

| flock, animated to new exertions in the courſe 

he has hitherto run! May he appear, in the 
mid of the congregation, with the zeal and. 
 earneſtneſs of Aaron, and, bebolding the Plague, 
already begun among the people, ſtand between 
the dead and the living, and, at leaſt Hove Him- 
fel I aud theſe who ill bear Vim May the 
thoughtleſs, the inconſidera e, and the ne- 
gligent (the only deſcription that I can ſup 

poſe to be amongſt us) enter, at length, ſeri- 
gully, and as for their lives, into a comparas. . 

tive examination .of their conduct and their 
engagements; of what they owed to their 

prafeſſion, and what they have hitherto dons 
for i it! May they receive the exhortations they 
; have heard from me this day, as from one 

who i is jealous over. them with a godly jealouſy, 
but who. diſclaims all perſonal alluſion— hq 
diſclaims all Particular applications except to 
himſelf, and for the part in the general pic- 
tures, he has drawn, in which his conſcience | 
may point out to him his own reſemblance! 
80 may they diveſt themſelves of every impreſ⸗ 
ſion, foreign to the only obj ect, which I have 


| 70 had in view; ; and entering, with me and their : 


1 brethren © on the great work that 3 1s now ſo pe- 


| culiafly : 
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narly incumbent on us al, depart: from t 
e, with a thorough feeling of what 


ed to their charge, and 0 the 
of eng 


A < 


1 For when part I can take heaven to vitae]; 
= -- this Aare chat with all oper nneſs and dncerity; 


weſt of ſeech, and an over-flowing 5 
we labored to put jou all in remem- 
1 to fir ub, in myſelf and you, the 


Z 5 4 of Cad, which Was given us by the putting on 


of band. With what effect 1 may have la- 
bored, I muſt leave to the operation of his 


1 grace, without whom we can do nothing. This 


I know from his ſpirit; that © in a great houſe 
| there art many veſſels, not only of gold and of fitver, 
but alſo of Wood and of earth, and fome to honor, 

and fome to difhonor. But if a man purge bim- 


elf frm theſe, be ſhall be a veſſel unto honor ; 


_ fant; ified and meet for the maſter's uſe, and pre- 
| pared unto every good word, Conſider what I 


iet. and the Lor a Cive Jou Muderflanding in all 


_—_— ö . ey 
1 oe * themſelves, to their miniſtry, to the 
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